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Recent research on the agricultural impacts of climate change has
primarily focused on the roles of temperature and precipitation.
These studies show that India has already been negatively affected
by recent climate trends. However, anthropogenic climate changes
are a result of both global emissions of long-lived greenhouse gases
(LLGHGs) and other short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs). Two
potent SLCPs, tropospheric ozone and black carbon, have direct
effects on crop yields beyond their indirect effects through climate;
emissions of black carbon and ozone precursors have risen dramat-
ically in India over the past three decades. Here, to our knowledge
for the first time, we present results of the combined effects of
climate change and the direct effects of SLCPs on wheat and rice
yields in India from 1980 to 2010. Our statistical model suggests that,
averaged over India, yields in 2010 were up to 36% lower for wheat
than they otherwise would have been, absent climate and pollutant
emissions trends, with some densely populated states experiencing
50% relative yield losses. [Our point estimates for rice (−20%) are
similarly large, but not statistically significant.] Upper-bound esti-
mates suggest that an overwhelming fraction (90%) of these losses
is due to the direct effects of SLCPs. Gains from addressing regional
air pollution could thus counter expected future yield losses resulting
from direct climate change effects of LLGHGs.
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Ever since the Green Revolution first staved off famines in the
1960s, Indian rice and wheat systems have grown over the

past half century to play critical roles in the world food economy:
India’s 1.2 billion people depend primarily on food produced
within the country, and other Asian and African nations rely
heavily on imports of Indian rice. During the 2007–2008 world
food price crisis, with wheat harvests failing elsewhere in the
world, India banned rice exports out of concern for domestic
food security, setting off a worldwide cascade of export bans and
food riots. Global food security is thus tightly linked with India’s
rice and wheat production. In 2008, India produced 148.8 million
tons of rice (paddy) and 78.6 million tons of wheat (Fig. S1). In
2006, before the food price spike crisis, India imported over 6
million tons of wheat (∼$1.3 billion) and exported over 4.4
million tons of milled rice (∼6.6 million tons of paddy equivalent,
∼$1.5 billion) (1).
Yields for wheat and rice in India have recently begun to level

off or even drop in some states (Figs. S2 and S3). This trend,
particularly for wheat, counters decades of increasing yields
driven by technological innovation (2). At the same time, growing
season temperature trends have been positive for major wheat-
and rice- producing Indian states (Fig. S4; precipitation trends
are mixed). Studies have shown that these climate trends have
had a negative impact on Indian agriculture, reducing relative
yields by several percent (3, 4). However, although temperature
and precipitation changes have and will continue to (5) impact
future yields, these two variables alone do not tell the entire story
of India’s changing crop yields.
Research in the past decade has underscored the critical im-

portance of short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs)—nonlong-lived
greenhouse gases (non-LLGHG) climate warming pollutants—on

regional radiative forcing, precipitation, and monsoon patterns (6).
SLCPs include black carbon (BC) aerosols as well as the green-
house gases methane, tropospheric ozone, and hydrofluorocarbons
(HFCs); together these compounds have contributed roughly 40%
of the current radiative forcing (7, 8). Unlike the LLGHGs, which
can persist for centuries in the atmosphere, SLCPs have shorter
atmospheric lifetimes—from weeks (black carbon) to months
(ozone) or decades (methane and HFCs)—making them ap-
pealing mitigation targets (9–11).
SLCPs have indirect effects on agricultural productivity through

their impacts on temperature (all) and precipitation (BC). How-
ever, BC and ozone are of particular interest for agriculture because
they also have direct impacts on crop growth. BC aerosols alter the
quantity and nature of the solar radiation reaching the surface (12),
and ozone is directly toxic to plants (13). India’s breadbasket, the
Indo-Gangetic Plains, is subject to a dramatic annual buildup of
these (and other) pollutants before the monsoon each year [known
as an Atmospheric Brown Cloud, or ABC (6)]. This spatial co-
incidence is shown in Fig. 1: the most intensively farmed areas in the
region area also areas with high average aerosol optical depth and
large surface ozone concentrations. Particularly for high-pollution
regions like India, understanding the specific role of SLCPs in crop
productivity will be critical to assessing the overall impact of climate
change and air quality on agriculture and food security.
To our knowledge, this is the first such study to examine both

the impacts of climate (temperature and precipitation, or T and
P trends) and the direct effects of SLCPs (BC and ozone) on
historical yields. Previous work has used statistical models to es-
timate temperature and precipitation impacts on historical crop
yields (3); similar statistical analyses have explored indirect and
radiative impacts of ABCs on rain-fed rice yields in India (4, 14).

Significance

Rising temperatures because of increased emissions of long-lived
greenhouse gases (LLGHGs) have had and will continue to have
significant negative impacts on crop yields. However, other cli-
mate changes caused by short-lived climate pollutants (SLCPs)
are also significant for agricultural productivity. The SLCPs black
carbon and ozone impact temperature, precipitation, radiation,
and—in the case of ozone—are directly toxic to plants. To our
knowledge, this study provides the first integrated historical
examination of the role of both SLCPs and LLGHGs onwheat and
rice yields in India, and finds that the majority of losses are at-
tributable to SLCPs. Agricultural cobenefits from SLCP mitigation
are expected to be large, and because SLCPs have short atmo-
spheric lifetimes, almost immediate.
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On the ozone side, chamber, open-top, and other field experi-
ments have resulted in hundreds of dose–response relationships
for individual crop cultivars over a range of agro-ecological zones
and ozone concentrations (15–18). These dose–response rela-
tionships have been used to estimate global and regional crop loss
in individual years, as well as into the future under different
emissions scenarios (11, 19–24). These studies show large ozone
impacts: one estimated that global crop loss caused by surface
ozone in the year 2000 reached over 79 million metric tons ($11
billion) (21).
In this report, we attempt to harmonize the existing research

on climate and pollution impacts on agriculture. We do this by
bringing SLCP emissions into a statistical analysis of historical
yield data in India for both rice (predominantly rainy season)
and wheat (dry season). By explicitly including pollution varia-
bles along with climate variables in our analysis, we provide
upper-bound estimates of direct SLCP impacts on yields.

Linking SLCP Emissions to Crop Yield Impacts
Although conceptually simple, this quantification of SLCP
impacts on crop growth is complicated by: (i) the lack of near-
surface BC or ozone concentrations over the Indian subcontinent,

(ii) coemmission and mixing of BC with other aerosol precursors
and species, and (iii) the nonlinear nature of tropospheric ozone
formation. Each of these is discussed briefly below and in greater
detail in the SI Text.

Emissions Inventories
No long-run records of surface concentrations for BC and ozone
exist for India; the best proxy for these pollutant concentrations
is therefore an emissions inventory of aerosols and ozone pre-
cursor compounds (e.g., refs. 25 and 26). Although not equivalent,
emissions of pollutants are nevertheless related to their ambient
surface concentrations (e.g., refs. 27–30). Moreover, although crop
impacts depend on concentrations, emissions are ultimately the
policy-relevant variables; establishment of the link between emis-
sions (as opposed to concentrations) and yields is therefore de-
sirable. The difficulty in this emissions-based approach is then in
how to construct emissions variables that can adequately serve as
proxies for the basic chemistry and physics governing ozone for-
mation and aerosol radiative impacts.

Black Carbon
The direct impacts of BC on radiation and crop growth are
straightforward: BC is an absorbing aerosol that reduces both
direct and diffuse light available to plants, and—all else equal—
should therefore lower yields. However, this effect is difficult to
isolate because BC is usually coemitted or mixes in the atmo-
sphere with other scattering aerosols to create compound par-
ticles of varying radiative properties (31). Scattering aerosols also
reduce total surface radiation but increase the diffuse fraction;
research has shown that plants are often able to more efficiently
use diffuse light for photosynthesis (32). Two earlier studies
found no significant impact of total surface radiation on rice
yields (4, 14). The models in these studies made no distinction
between direct and diffuse light, and may have found no effect
because the overall reduction in total surface radiation was offset
by an enhanced fraction of diffuse radiation. The studies also
examined only kharif (rainy season) rice, where expected aerosol
impact would be lower.
As with BC, no long-run records exist for the main scattering

aerosols: organic carbon (OC) and sulfates. (The main sources of
BC in India are domestic biofuels—wood, dung, and crop resi-
dues for cooking—and fossil fuels. Biomass burning is also the
main source of OC emissions, whereas sulfates are formed from
gas-to-particle conversion of sulfur dioxide, SO2, a main com-
ponent of coal-fired power plant emissions. Average growing
season surface radiation (total = direct + diffuse) for the main
wheat- and rice-producing states in India over the past three
decades is shown in Figs. S5 and S6 (data are from ref. 33). This
dramatic surface dimming of 7–10% is attributed (6, 34) to in-
creased aerosol emissions in the region; total BC+SO2 emissions
and reduction in total surface radiation are correlated with R2 =
0.44. Recent research indicates that the net radiative forcing of
OC (once thought to be pure scattering) is in reality close to zero
(31), and that the relative abundance of BC and sulfates is the
main determinant of overall aerosol radiative forcing (35). We
therefore include BC and SO2 emissions (as the main precursor
for sulfate aerosols) in our model, and omit OC.

Ozone
Tropospheric ozone (O3) formation depends on the presence of
methane, carbon monoxide, or volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
and nitrogen oxides (NOx = NO + NO2). [We use NOx and non-
methane VOCs (NMVOCs) in our analysis because CO and
methane (CH4) contribute predominantly to background ozone
levels.] At low NOx concentrations, increasing levels of NOx and, to
a lesser extent NMVOCs, result in higher ozone concentrations. At
high NOx concentrations, increased NOx can conversely result in
net titration of ozone out of the atmosphere, bringing overall levels
down (with changes in NMVOC concentrations having little im-
pact). The determinant of these two NOx “regimes” is the ratio of
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Fig. 1. (A) Cultivated fraction of each 5′ x 5′ cell for (Left) wheat and (Right)
rice. States included in this analysis for each crop are labeled. Data are from
ref. 58. (B) MODIS (Terra) Aerosol Optical Depth at 550 nm in 2008 for (Left)
March–April–May average, coinciding with the peak of the wheat season,
and (Right) August–September–October, coinciding with the peak of the
kharif rice season. (C) Modern-Era Retrospective Analysis (MERRA) estimated
24-h average surface ozone mixing ratio (ppbv) in 2008 for (Left) wheat
harvest season, March–April–May average, and (Right) kharif rice harvest
season, August–September–October average (64).
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summed VOCs (weighted by reactivity) to NOx (36). Our model
therefore includes NOx, NMVOCs, and the NMVOC:NOx ratio.
No long-run records of either surface ozone or ozone pre-

cursor concentrations exist for India, but global background
levels of tropospheric ozone are increasing in general (37), and
several site-specific measurements in India corroborate this trend
(38, 39). Emissions of all ozone precursors are rising in India,
with NOx emissions outpacing NMVOCs; the ratio of these two
precursors varies dramatically across the country (Fig. S7). The
main sources of NOx emissions are the transportation sector and
coal combustion; VOCs are emitted in biomass combustion,
a large variety of industrial processes, and in vehicle exhaust. (It
should also be noted that NOx is a strong oxidant and damaging
to plants on its own.) Figs. S5–S8 show trends and spatial dis-
tribution of BC, SO2, NOx, and NMVOC emissions.

Model Overview
To quantify the impacts of climate and air pollution trends on
Indian agricultural production, we constructed a dataset of rice
and wheat yields, surface air temperature, precipitation, and
aerosol and ozone precursor emissions for major Indian wheat-
and rice-producing states from 1980 to 2010. Fig. 1A shows the
states included in the analysis. To relate climate and air pollution
to crop yields, we followed techniques well established in the
literature (3, 4, 14, 40) and regressed state-level wheat and rice
yields in India on weather and emissions variables using the basic
regression model:

lnðYitÞ=~β×~Xit + Si + fiðtÞ+ eit:

In this specification, Yit is crop yield (kilograms/hectare of
either wheat or rice) for state i in year t, eit are the error terms,
and the β-coefficients are the terms of interest minus the state-
independent coefficients for dependence of yield on the climate
and pollution variables, Xit. Log-transforming Yit normalizes the
distributions and makes results interpretable across orders of
magnitude (i.e., as percent changes). Si are state-fixed effects
(state-specific intercepts), which control for time-invariant dif-
ferences between states like soil type; fi(t) are time controls,
which account for time-varying differences between states like
rates of technology adoption, governance, policy, and so forth
(we use state-specific linear and quadratic time trends, with
other specifications presented in SI Text). [Previous studies using
statistical panel models to estimate climate impacts on agricul-
ture have similarly included region-specific and pooled quadratic
time trends to capture a general empirical leveling-off of yields
(3, 4, 14, 40). Because these previous studies have not included
SLCPs explicitly, they implicitly capture SLCP direct impacts
with the quadratic time terms meant to capture unaccounted-for
technology effects. Moreover, all such panel studies—this one
included—implicitly capture SLCP indirect impacts in the coef-
ficients for temperature and precipitation.]
The climate and emissions variables included in our model are:

T and P (average growing season temperature and precipitation),
T2 and P2 (average growing season temperature-squared and
precipitation-squared as measures of extremes), ln(SO2) and ln(BC)
(emissions as aerosol concentration proxies), and ln(NOx),
ln(NMVOC), and the ratio of those two terms. Satellite and
European air quality monitoring station data are used to justify
the ozone specification in the model, to determine appropriate
functional form, and to verify the existence of both NOx regimes
over the study area, as described in Fig. 2 and below.
To contextualize our regression analysis, we then calculated

the relative yield change (RYC) in 2010 as the percentage
change between our model predictions and a counterfactual
scenario without long-run climate and pollution trends (i.e., we
use our model to project yields from 1980 to 2010, with climate
and emissions variables held at average 1980 levels). We com-
pared the 2006–2010 average for both real-world and counter-
factual scenarios to more accurately reflect long-run differences.
We then weighted the state-level RYC results by either crop area

or production (both weightings are presented below) and summed
to derive national-level yield impacts of recent climate and
pollution trends.

Results
Relative Impacts of Climate and Pollution at the National Level. The
main results of our analysis are presented in Fig. 3, with full
regression results in Table S1. Average (median) RYC is plotted
as red diamonds, with error bars calculated by bootstrapping the
model 1,000 times (clustered on years, with replacement) and
selecting the 5th–95th percentile range. Ex ante, we would ex-
pect to see larger impacts on wheat than rice for two reasons: (i)
wheat’s main growing season coincides with the greatest buildup
of pollution over the Indian subcontinent; and (ii) wheat shows
more sensitivity than rice to ozone in chamber experiments. In-
deed, we found that wheat yields were over 36% lower in 2010
than they would have been absent climate and SLCP emissions
trends (−36.92% weighted by area; −37.91 weighted by pro-
duction). For rice, our median estimates suggest that yields were
over 20% lower (−20.56 weighted by area; −20.85 weighted by
production), but the 5th–95th confidence interval includes zero
for rice. Our analysis indicates that 90% of the RYC in wheat can
be attributed to SLCPs (Fig. 3, yellow bars), as opposed to trends
in average temperature and precipitation (Fig. 3, blue bars).
At the country level our findings for climate (T and P) impacts

over this time period (RYC of −3.5% for wheat and minimal for
rice) are similar to previous studies (3, 4, 14). We find that a 1 °C
increase in temperature leads to a yield decline on average of 4%
for wheat and 5% for rice. The coefficients for temperature
(Table S1) are statistically significant for both crops; pre-
cipitation is not statistically significant for either. [Significance at
90% with standard errors corrected for spatial and serial corre-
lation (41).] The climate portion of the RYC for wheat may be
a lower-bound, given that irrigation mitigates some temperature
impact through soil moisture (42).
It is less straightforward to compare our results for aerosol and

ozone precursor effects to previous studies. Two earlier studies
found no significant impact of total surface radiation on rice
yields (4, 14). The models in these studies made no distinction
between direct and diffuse light, and may have found no effect
because the overall reduction in total surface radiation was offset
by an enhanced fraction of diffuse radiation, which plants use
more efficiently for photosynthesis. The studies also examined
only kharif (rainy season) rice, where expected aerosol impact
would be lower. The coefficients for our preferred model spec-
ification (Eq. 1), in which sulfates and BC are accounted for
separately, are negative for wheat, and statistically significant.
Auffhammer et al. (14) found that ABCs resulted in a RYC of
−6% over 30 y (14) for rain-fed rice in India. Although the total
impact of aerosols varies a bit depending on model specification,
we find a similar magnitude impact.
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Fig. 2. Relationship between yearly mean ozone and precursor concentrations
at Europeanmonitoring stations observing ozone, NOx, and NMVOCs. Main plot
shows the existence of low- and high-NOx regimes (with opposite-signed rela-
tionships). (Inset) The relationship between ozone and the NMVOC:NOx ratio.
These data were used to guide choice of functional form in our model. Data
from AirBase v.6 (65).
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Ozone precursor emissions are significant for both crops. No
previous studies have examined the statistical historical re-
lationship between ozone precursor emissions and crop yields,
but several studies have used chemical transport models to
simulate atmospheric ozone concentrations, and have then ap-
plied concentration–response relationships derived from field
experiments to estimate crop loss caused by ozone exposure (19–
22). Van Dingenen et al. estimate 7–12% for wheat and 3–4%
for rice in the year 2000 (20); Avnery et al. estimate that in the
year 2000, surface ozone reduced global wheat production by
3.9–15% (21), with additional RYC between 2030 and 2000 up to
−26% (22), very similar to our estimates (which also include
aerosol impacts).

State-by-State Variation. There is substantial variation in relative
impacts of climate and SLCPs across states. Some of the most
dramatic impacts for both wheat and rice have occurred in Uttar
Pradesh and Uttaranchal (UP). UP, India’s most populous state,
is the largest producer of both wheat and rice in the country,
providing over one-third of India’s wheat and 14% of India’s
rice. In particular, wheat yields for UP are ∼50% lower than they
otherwise would have been absent climate and pollution trends,
and over two-thirds of that RYC is attributable to SLCP emissions
trends (state-by-state time projections are shown in Fig. S9).
Rajasthan, although producing a lower percentage of India’s

wheat, shows the greatest overall wheat RYC (more than 50%).
The relatively large climate impacts on wheat in both UP and
Rajasthan are driven by temperature, as the two states have had
the largest increases in growing season temperature since 1980
(Fig. S4) (0.87° for Rajasthan and 0.52° for UP). Four of the
main wheat-producing states—UP, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh, and Bihar and Jharkhand—have large

negative SLCP impacts, whereas Punjab and Haryana show little
to no impact of either SLCPs or climate (not statistically sig-
nificant at 90%). Moreover, the uncertainties in Punjab and
Haryana are greater than for other states, and across alternative
models specifications (Figs. S10–S12). Two factors likely explain
these differences. First, Punjab and Haryana are the most tech-
nologically advanced wheat-producing states in India, with the
highest yields and the greatest yield gains over the time period (Fig.
S2); they also feature some of the lowest estimated crop yield gaps
in India (and the world) (43), meaning they have been closest to
achieving biological potential despite climate and emissions
changes (Fig. S9). However, in addition, the intricacies of ozone
production likely explain the SLCP impact differences (see below).
For rice, the overall climate and pollution impacts are lower,

and the state-by-state variation is less than for wheat (see also
Fig. S13 for kharif-only analysis). Most notably, the southeastern
states of Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh show higher relative
climate impacts; these are two of the least-polluted states in the
study region (e.g., Fig. 1 and Figs. S5–S8); they have also fea-
tured significant growing season temperature increases (Fig. S4).
The states of the heavily polluted northern and eastern Indo
Gangetic Plains (UP, Bihar and Jharkhand, West Bengal) all
exhibit SLCP RYC of −15% or more. Haryana and Punjab, the
two states with the smallest SLCP impacts in wheat, do not di-
verge from the other states in rice impacts. The difference in
SLCP impacts between the two crops for Punjab and Haryana is
likely dominated by differences in rates of ozone formation in
the two states between the two seasons.
Studies suggest that in the summer monsoon months NOx and

ozone concentrations are higher than in winter, and remain
higher in those two states than elsewhere (44–46). This finding
may be because of higher temperatures (47) and higher con-
centrations of NMVOCs from biomass burning (48, 49) [tradi-
tionally one of the biggest sources of uncertainty in emissions
inventories (50)] during the rice growing season. Additionally,
the possibility exists that farmers in these two states may be
adapting wheat crops more successfully than rice crops by
selecting cultivars with higher ozone resistance (although such
potential is limited) (23, 51).
As shown in Fig. S7, NOx and NMVOC emissions have risen

fairly steadily in all six states, but the ratio of the two differs across
states. In particular, we expect states with higher NMVOC:NOx
ratios to have higher ozone concentrations and therefore higher
RYC, but states with very high NOx concentrations are at the very
least VOC-sensitive regimes, and might actually have net titration
of ozone from the atmosphere (See SI Text for a more detailed
discussion). Punjab and Haryana have very high NOx emissions,
but low NMVOC:NOx ratios, whereas the other four states have
lower overall NOx emissions but higher NMVOC:NOx ratios.
We examined satellite data to confirm the plausibility of dif-

ferential ozone impacts across states. Previous work (30) showed
that the ratio of columnar formaldehyde (HCHO) to nitrogen
dioxide (NO2) was a suitable proxy for the VOC:NOx ratio and
could be used to distinguish NOx-sensitive from NOx-saturated
regimes. We replicated this methodology using data from the
Ozone Monitoring Instrument (52) and found that the re-
lationship between columnar ozone and NO2 switches sign at the
HCHO:NO2 value of ∼4. As shown in Fig. 4, satellite data from
2008 indicate that the northwestern Indo-Gangetic Plain (Pun-
jab/Haryana) has a lower HCHO:NO2 ratio than the eastern
Indo-Gangetic Plain (e.g., UP/Bihar). Indeed, for most of the
wheat-growing season, much of Punjab and Haryana is NOx-
saturated (whereas both are NOx-sensitive during the rice
growing season). These satellite data confirm the existence of
different NOx regimes across India during the wheat season, and
thus provide additional support for our preferred model speci-
fication (as opposed to a simpler specification that simply in-
cluded precursors together or omitted the VOC:NOx ratio).
Further research is needed to fully flesh out these dynamics,
particularly as panel statistical analyses are becoming the tool of
choice for agricultural impact assessments.

A

B

Fig. 3. RYC resulting from climate and SLCPs for (A) wheat and (B) rice. For
both crops, RYC is calculated as [Model(2006–2010 avg) − Baseline(2006–2010 avg)]/
Baseline(2006–2010 avg) (plotted as red diamonds). The portion of the total
yield change because of temperature and precipitation trends (blue bars) is
estimated using the coefficients in Table S1 and the average trends in T and
P (Fig. S4). The remainder is a result of SLCPs. Country totals are estimated by
summing state values weighted by total area. Error bars are constructed for
each state by bootstrap resampling the model 1,000 times and selecting the
95% range.
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Discussion
Several caveats to this analysis exist. First, meso-scale transport
of pollutants by winds to neighboring states could skew results
(11, 53). This is an important subject for future research, as the
policy implications for local and transported pollutant impacts
would be quite different. A more comprehensive surface ozone
and SLCP monitoring network could be used to investigate the
origins of pollution by examining the correlation between local
emissions, local tropospheric O3 formation, and direct/diffuse
radiation; these data could in turn be used to cross-check
chemical transport models and to create observationally con-
strained emissions inventories. Second, this analysis ignores
interdependencies between several of the independent variables:
for example, ozone formation is a function of temperature as
well as precursor concentrations; precipitation removes aerosols
from the atmosphere.
Most important, as with any statistical analysis, our results

depend on model specification and choice of a baseline (or
counterfactual) scenario. Our model includes state-specific lin-
ear and quadratic time trends, allowing for unknown variables—
like technology and policy changes—to account for the slope and
curvature of yield trends in each state. For our baseline scenario,
we use the coefficients from our model to project yields forward,
absent the long-run trends in emissions, temperature, and pre-
cipitation. We thus assume that these time trends in the coun-
terfactual scenario are independent of pollution and emissions
trends; this is likely untrue because industrialization and mech-
anization likely contributed both to increased emissions and to
higher yields. For this reason, we consider our estimates to be
upper-bounds.
Finally, our analysis is statistically limited in two key ways.

First, the study area is geographically small (i.e., the number of
observational units is low), and second, emissions trends have
been similar across the region, limiting the amount of in-
formation that can be gleaned from this scale of analysis. These
limitations are discussed in greater detail in SI Text, Tables S2
and S3, and Fig. S14.
Our results nevertheless indicate that SLCPs have had sig-

nificant impact on crop yields in India in recent decades. The
main wheat-producing state (UP) has been hit especially hard;
rice-producing states in the heavily polluted northern Indo-
Gangetic Plains have also been significantly negatively affected.
For context, the yield loss for wheat attributable to SLCPs
alone in 2010 (−18.9%) corresponds to over 24 million tons of
wheat: around four times India’s wheat imports before the
2007–2008 food price crisis and a value of ∼$5 billion. Miti-
gation of SLCP emissions in India could thus have important

food security impacts both domestically and internationally.
Impacts on Chinese agriculture would be similarly large, as
emissions of SLCPs by China are larger by a factor of two to
three (for a smaller total arable land area). Finally, under the
simplistic assumption that India’s 2010 wheat yield loss was
compensated for by cropland expansion and increased pro-
duction elsewhere, an additional 1.1 GtC (as CO2) would have
been released into the atmosphere from land conversion alone
(using global averages) (54).
To our knowledge, this analysis for the first time decouples the

historical impacts of climate and pollution, and thus offers a
grounded, upper-bound assessment of SLCP mitigation poten-
tial. Yield increases from reduction of air pollution could help
offset anticipated future expected yield losses resulting from
temperature and precipitation changes. In the short term, this is
an appealing option because SLCP mitigation will produce im-
mediate results that can help counter the impacts of climate
changes and sea level rise (55) already “locked in” from histor-
ical LLGHG and SLCP emissions. In the long term, although
farmers may select/breed more pollution-resilient cultivars or
alter management practices to help minimize such losses (51,
56), air pollution mitigation—particularly of ozone precursors—
will become an ever-more important food security measure.

Materials and Methods
We constructed state-level climate and pollutant variables by averaging
gridded temperature, precipitation, and emissions data over crop area and
growing season for each crop and aggregating to the state level (Figs. S4–S7;
to give an idea of spatial heterogeneity, average emissions of SO2, BC, NOx,
and NMVOCs during the wheat season for 2008 are shown in Fig. S8). Wheat
is a winter crop in India; it is planted in November–December and then
harvested in March, April, and May. This is the dry season, and almost all
wheat in India is irrigated. Indian rice is grown in two main seasons. The
main kharif rice crop (in which over 85% of rice is produced) coincides with
the monsoonal rains: planting occurs in M̃ay–June and harvest is August,
September, and October. The second rabi rice crop is a winter crop, roughly
coinciding with the wheat season. We gathered state-level yield data for
wheat, kharif rice, and rabi rice, and grouped them for analysis by crop (i.e.,
one analysis for wheat, and one for rice, including kharif and rabi). For rice,
we used the entire period between planting and harvesting as the growing
season; for wheat, we used the 120 d before harvest, in agreement with
previous work (3). We use 1979 boundaries for Indian states in this analysis,
with states that split after 1979 (e.g., Bihar and Jharkhand, UP, and Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh) considered together for the period of analysis.
The states included in this analysis (Fig. 1) represent over 80% of rice pro-
duction/area and over 85% wheat production/area.

State-level yield, production, and area data for India are from IndiaStat.
com, aggregated from state and national agricultural ministries (57). Grid-
ded crop area estimates (58) give the percentage of each 5-min cell devoted
to each crop, and crop growing season data (59) gives planting and har-
vesting dates at 5-min resolution for all major crops. Temperature and
precipitation data are taken from the Monthly Air Temperature and
Monthly Total Precipitation Time Series (1900–2010) compiled by the Uni-
versity of Delaware climate research group (0.5 × 0.5 monthly averages) (60).
Gridded emissions of SO2, BC, NOx, and NMVOCs are annual historical esti-
mates from the Regional Emissions Inventory in Asia at 0.5 × 0.5 resolution,
available monthly from 1980 to 2010 (26). [We repeat our analysis using an
alternative climate dataset (61), maximum and minimum temperatures (61,
62), and an alternative emissions inventory (63), as robustness checks in the
SI Text.] Solar radiation data (Figs. S5 and S6) was provided by the World
Radiation Data Center (33). Sites with data covering the entire period were
used, including (India) Ahmadabad, Bhaunagar, Bombay, Calcutta, Goa,
Jodhpur, Kodiakanal, Madras, Nagpur, New Delhi, Poona, Shillong, Tri-
vandrum, Vishakhapatnam, (Pakistan) Lahore City, and (Sri Lanka)
Colombo. Daily global radiation data were averaged and monthly values
interpolated across the region with the edges of the region set to the
median values.
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Fig. 4. (Left) Map of India showing average December–January–February
HCHO:NO2 ratio. The 2° cells in Punjab (red) and UP/Bihar (blue) are used for
comparative analysis in the right panel. (Right) Distribution of HCHO:NO2

ratio in grid cells in two comparison regions for 2008, by month. The line
(ratio = 4) represents the empirically derived transition between ozone ti-
trating (i.e., the relationship between columnar ozone and NO2 is negative)
and NOx-sensitive (the relationship is positive) regimes. In the wheat-
growing season, Punjab/Haryana is largely NOx-saturated, whereas UP/Bihar
is NOx-sensitive.
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